PLANNING FOR YOUR WEDDING
“Planning your wedding should be
just as fun as the day itself. I hope
this guide will help you as you get
ready for your big day!”

HI! I’M APRIL.
I’ve been a photographer for nearly 20 years, and I’ve been a
bride myself, back on August 1st, 2009! I LOVE weddings, and I
love working with brides.
Over the years, I always get sad when I see a stressed out bride,
or a day that got away from people over things that could have
been prevented. I put together this short PDF to give you some
tips on how to avoid those pitfalls and have a smooth and
wonderful experience on your big day.
If you’re already feeling a little stressed about your wedding,
let me know how I can help. I’d love to offer any help I can,
even if it’s just another perspective. Feel free to call or text or
email anytime!
If you’d like to know more about me you can check out my site
here, and if you know anyone who you think would benefit
from these tips, please feel free to share this with them as well!
Happy Planning!

TIP # 1

LIST YOUR PRIORITIES

PRIORITIES FOCUS
YOUR PLANNING
When you start planning your wedding, take some time to
decide what is most important to you for your wedding. By
listing your priorities, it will inform every other decision
you make because you will know what is most important.
When I got married, I cared much more about
photography and my dress than the table settings and the
food, so not only did most of the budget go toward the
things I cared most about, but I was able to delegate the
things that weren’t as high on the list.
That way, when my mom came to me to discuss what we
were serving, I could give her some guidance, but then
trust her to make the final decision. It lowers stress and
gives others an opportunity to be involved.

TIP # 2

H I R E V E N D O R S E A R LY

THE BEST VENDORS BOOK
MONTHS IN ADVANCE
One of the first things you’ll want to look at when you’re
planning is which vendors you’ll want to use for your
wedding. These include your wedding venue, your
photographer and videographer, DJ or band, caterers, and
more.
The best vendors book months in advance, and many limit
the number of events they can do on a given day or
weekend, so as soon as you know the wedding date, start to
make calls to inquire about availability. Depending on your
priorities, if the date is less important then the venue, then
you can be flexible, but you’ll want to make sure not to leave
these options open for too long.
As part of this free gift, I’ve included some of my favorite
vendors at the end of this PDF, and some have been gracious
enough to offer discounts to brides that come recommended
by me, so make sure to tell them that April Bladh sent you ;)

TIP # 3

ADD A PERSONAL TOUCH

THERE’S NO ONE
ELSE LIKE YOU…
Spend some time in your planning to think about what
would make the experience of your wedding day unique.
Is there something you and your fiancé love to do
together? A common interest? How can you incorporate it
into the events or the decorations of your wedding?
What are some things that you can do that show how much
you mean to each other? A hand written note and a
personalized tie clip and cuff links are a great way to show
that you were thinking of him, but they take time and
planning to get there in time.

You can look through the weddings on my website for
ideas and inspiration :)

TIP # 4

SCHEDULE
YOUR
DAY

…AND MAKE SURE TO
LEAVE SOME TIME FOR YOU
One of the biggest stresses on a wedding day is getting behind
schedule. You’ll want to plan plenty of extra time to get ready, to travel
from location to location, and to have some time to eat and breathe!
Many couples will schedule a pre-wedding session for earlier in the
week, which gives them time to get incredible pictures in their suit and
wedding dress during the beautiful “golden hour” of the day. There’s no
stress, you’ve got plenty of time to travel, and it gives the bride an
opportunity to do a dry run on hair and makeup.
On the flip side, for the best pictures you’ll want to work with your
photographer to schedule your photo shoot and family pictures during
the morning or later in the evening to get the best light. It may be hard
with everything you have planned that day, but I promise that it will be
worth it to plan ahead. Ideally, plan to take family pictures directly
after the ceremony, and plan on another 30 minutes to take
pictures as a couple, plus any travel time.
It’s also important to give the schedule to ALL of your vendors so you all
know what to expect on the day, and it’s helpful to share the schedule
with your wedding party so they know where they need to be and when.
Give extra attention to directions if the venue is not a well known spot.
Give yourself some time to be alone, to have a conversation, and to
enjoy this new beginning of your married life together!

TIP # 5

DELEGATE WHAT YOU CAN

Y O U R FA M I LY A N D
FRIENDS WANT TO HELP
At times, planning a wedding can feel a lot like running a small
business. If you think about it though, maybe that’s a great way to
think about how to delegate all of the things that need to get done
to make sure the day goes as smoothly as possible.
Who in your bridal party is great at planning? Who’s great with
organization and attention to details? Who’s the crazy one who
knows how to throw a party?? Put them all to work. Bridal parties
love to dress up and be there on the day, but the earlier you can
bring them in on the process and the more you trust them with
gives them an opportunity to feel extremely loved and important.
Going through a wedding together can cement a friendship
forever.
The best bosses don’t micromanage. They give plenty of
instruction up front, and then give those they work with the trust
and autonomy to make decisions and get things done. If done
correctly, you can plan a wedding in half or less of the time you
could do it on your own, and with that much less stress and worry
as well.

BONUS TIP # 6

YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER WORKS FOR YOU!

MY PERSONAL PHILOSOPHY ON PHOTOGRAPHY
A photographer’s job when they are hired by a bride or family to take
pictures is to capture exactly what the client wants.
I’ve driven for hours for one shot. Laid on the ground to get the right
angle. Worked into the night to get the last moment of the evening,
even though we were hours behind schedule.
Every photographer has their own taste, and that may be part of what
drew you to them in the first place. However, always keep in mind that
the photographer is working FOR you, not the other way around. Every
photographer should have the skills to give you the look you’re after.

I ask all of my clients to send me a bunch of their favorite images so
that I know the kind of look they are after. I make sure to spend time
with them before their wedding day to get to know them and their
personalities so that I can make sure to capture who THEY are, not just
go through the 12 poses that I need that will look good on my website.
Settle for nothing less. Find someone who is a partner, who shares your
vision, and can capture your wedding in the way YOU want it captured.
If you need some inspiration, check out my portfolio on my site, and
you can see that I really mean what I say :)

ONE LAST THING…

CALL ME!
I love meeting new people and LOVE talking about weddings!
If you have questions about your wedding I’d love to try and help any way I can.
Please call or email any time.
Thanks!

APRIL BLADH (LIKE “BLADE” :)
BLADH PHOTOGRAPHY
(801) 376-8364 (CALL OR TEXT ANY TIME)
APRIL@BLADHPHOTOGRAPHY.COM

PREFERRED UTAH VENDORS
- VENUES The Startup Building - www.thestartupbuilding.co/events
Publik Coffee - www.publikcoffee.com
White Shanty - whiteshanty.com/venue
Boxcar Studios - jakebuntjer.com/boxcar-studios

- VIDEOGRAPHERS Chris McClain - cmcclainproductions.com
Bethany Petersen - bpfilmandphoto.com
($100 off if you mention Bladh Photography!)

- CAKES Pete Tidwell/The Mighty Baker - mightybaker.com

- DJ Rob Ferre - life-of-the-party.com

